DECISION RECORD AND
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
EA-NM-060-02-0017
NM 105295

Recommendation: | recommend that the proposed action by Y ates Petroleum Corporaionfor
congtruction of aburied natura gas pipeline be approved as mitigated, for 30 years, subject to the
terms and conditions in 43 CFR 28.00; rental payments as determined by 43 CFR 2803.1-2; and
the attached standard stipulationsfor buried pipelines. Thisaction will affect the following public
lands:

New Mexico Principal Meridian

T.5S,R. 24 E.,, NNM.P.M.
Section 26: SEI/4SW1/4;
Section 35: NWI/4ANEI/4, NE/ANWI/4.

Authority of this action is the Mineral Leasing Act of February 25, 1920; 30 USC 185.
Rationale for recommendation: The proposed action would not result in any undue or umecessary

environmental degradation Portions of the subject lands and adjacent ands have been used for
similar purposes and all present and potential usesand users have been considered.

Prepared

/sl Irene Gonzales-Salas 11/27/01

Redty Speddist Date

Decison: The recommendation and rationale are adopted as my decision.

Finding of No Significant Impact: Theimpact of the proposed action and alternativesto minority
or low-income populaions or communities has been consdered and no sgnificant impact is
anticipaed. Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained inthe attached
environmental assessment, | have determined that impacts are not expected to be significant and
an environmental impact statement isnot required.

Compliand and Monitoring: The construction phase of this proposed action and subsequent
oper ational phases will be monitored as per regulation.

/s Armando Lopez 11/27/01
for Larry D. Bray Date
Assidant Field Manager

Roswell Held Office



BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ROSWELL FIELD OFFICE
ROSWELL, NM 88201

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
EA# NM-060-02-0017
Right-of-Way NM 105295

Applicant: YATES PETROLEUM CORP.
105 South Fourth Street
Artesia, NM 88210

Location: T.5S.,, R. 24 E., N.M.P.M.
Section 26: SE1/4SW1/4;
Section 35: NW1/4NEL1/4, NE/ANW1/4.

Preparer: Irene Gonzales-Salas  November 19, 2001

I. INTRODUCTION

A.

Need for the Proposed Action
The proposed action is heedad to develop the mineral leaseand transport natural gas to market.
Conformance with Land UsePlan

The purposed action is in conformance with the approved Roswell Resaurce Management Plan
(RMP), and is consistent with Bureau policy and guidance.

Relationship to Statues, Recru ations, or Other Hans

The pragposed adion doesnot conflict with any known Stateor Laocal planning o zoning
ordinance. The authority for this action is the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as Amended.

[I. BACKGROUND, PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

A.

BACKGROUND/PROPOSED ACTION

On October 25,2001, Y ates Petrol eum Cor poration (YPC) submitted a completed applicati on for
aburi ed pipdi ne ri ght-of-way.

Y PC propases to construd, operateand maintain a buried 2-inch X42 geel gaspipeline. Total
proposed pipeline length wauld be approximately 1,600 feet, all of which islocated on public
land. The proposed natural gas pipeline woud connect the GYP MO Fed. Com No. 2 wdl,
located in the NWL1/4NEL/4 of Section 35, Township 5 South, Range 24 East to atie-in pant in
the SE1/4SW1/4 of Section 26, Township 5 Sauth, Range 25 East. Maximum operating pressure
of the pipdine line would be 300 psi.

Related appur tenance would consists of a pipeli ne meter station, undergr ound gates, block valves
and related appurtenan ces.

A width of 50 feet is requested for theright-of-way to get equipment down the right-of-way. The
proposed pipeline will beburied approximately 36 inches. Thirty feet of the ROW will be Haded,
aditcher will trench approximately 48 inches deep to allow for 3 feet of cover. The proposed



pipeline would be constructed i n accordan ce with the Standar d Stipulations for Buri ed Pipelines
in the Roswell Field Office, BLM.

The | ocation of the proposed action isin Chaves County, New Mexico. The legal land description
is:

T.5S,R.24E, N.M.P.M.
Section 26: SEI/4SW1/4;
Section 35: NW1/4ANEL1/4, NE/ANW1/4.
A right-of-way 50 feet wide by 1,600 feet long yidds 1.837 acres (0.303 of amile).
C. Alternatives
1. No Action

Under this alternative the application would be rejected.

2. Change the Alignment-Reroute the Pr olect

The pragposed buried pipdine would be confined to exiging rights-of -way, minimizing
width requirements and maximizing mul tiple occupancy as directed in the proposed
RMP. Thereare no alternate routeswhich wauld have sgnificantly less environmental
impacts or any clear advantages over the proposed acti on. T herefore, the al ternative of
changingthe lacation of the prged is nat analyzed further.

1. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

General Sdting. The proposed pipdine is located approximately 25 miles nartheast of Roswell. Legal
access isprovided by heading North out of Roswell on U. S. 285 far appraximatdy 22 miles to Cottonwood and
Roosevelt Road. Turn L&t on Rocsevelt and go approximately 3.2 miles tointersection of Pipdine Road and
Roosevelt Road (sign onl'y shows Roosevelt). Turn left on Pipeline Road (NW) and go approximately 3.3 miles
and tur n right on lease road drive appr oximately 400 feet. T he well location is paral lel to the road about 200 feet
on theeast sideof the road. The pipdine beginson theGY P Mo Federal Com. No. 2Well Location.

Both the surface and mineral estates are in pulic ownership. An inspection of the Master Title Plats
reveal ed the following title information.

Oil and Gas Lease- NM 11592 aurrently leased to YatesPetrdeum Corparation.
Pipeline Rights-of-Way NM 29081, NM 53801, NM 16556, NM 36230.
Buried telephone cable right-of-way NM 65872.
There are no mining claims recorded.
The regional industries are ranching, oil and gas development and seasonal hunting.

Affected Resouraes. The following aiticd elementshavebeen evduated and areeithe not present or are
not affected by the proposed adion or the alternativesin this EA:

Air Quality
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs)
Cultural/Archaeological Resources (02-R-002-A)



Farm Lands (Prime and Unique)

Floodplains

Native American Religious Concerns

Threatened or Endangered (T& E) Species (plants & animal)
Wastes, Hazardous and/or Solid

Water Quality, Drinking and Ground

Wetlands and Riparian Zones

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Wilderness

The impact of the proposed action and aternatives to minority or lowincome populations or communities
has been considered and no significant impact is anticipated.

A.

Soils

This soil group isdescribed calcareous gypsiferous alluvium and residuum material. The soils
are on knolls, ridges, alluvial side slopes, and depressional areas, referred to asHollomex, moist-
Milner -Reeves, moist loams, moderately undulating as described in the Soil Survey of Chaves
County, New Mexico-Northern Part (pages 39 & 40 and map No. 12).

The Hollomex soil i s moderate, runoff is medium, and the hazard of water erosion is moder ate.

The Milner soil is degp and well drained. Pemeability of the Milner soil ismoderate, runoffis
slow to medium, and the hazard of water erosion isslight to medium.

Permeability of the Reevessoil is moderate, runoff ismedium, and the hazard of wate erosion is
moderate. The hazard of soil blowing is high. The soils are found on O to 8 percent slopes.

Vegetation

The native vegetation in the areais composed of mainly grasses, shrubs, and forbs, such as black
grama, gyp g-ama, gyp muhly, cddenia, blue grama, tabosa, and sand dropseed. Thereare no
known populations of noxious or invasive weed species at the proposed site.

Range

The proposed project is located within the following grazing allotment: Allotment 64045 HCR 31
Box 1141 Roswell, NM 88201

Wildlife
Wildlife speciesutilizing this area for habitat include mule deer, pronghorn antelope, coyote, fox,
rabbits, kangaroo rats, pocket gophers, prairie rattlesnakes, as well as a vari ety of songbirds,

dove, quail, and raptors.

No known specia status species (plant or animal) or critical habitat occur within the project area
or would be &fected by the prgposed action.

VRM/Recreation/Karst

Thesubject Iandsare withina Class1V VRM area In aVRM Class IV area, contragt caused by a
management adivity may atract attention and be adominate feature of the landscgpe. The
proposed projed is located an area where numerous oil and gas activities are ongoing.



Recreational useis varied from severely limited to nonexistent. The small amount of recreational
use in the proposed project ar ea primarily involves seasona hunting activities. Animals hunted
include mule dee, pronghorn antelope, dove, quail, coyote and rabbit.

No surface cavelkarst features were observed in the immediate vicinity of the proposed actions.
However, theproposed action is located in a medium karst potential area.

IV. Environmental Impacts

Impads of the Proposed Action.

Impacts from the proposed adion are minimal and short-term in nature. Temporary disruption and soil
and rok movement would occur primarily during construdion ectivities Removal of vegetation alang the
right-of-way woul d tak e place. Some soil loss will occur from soil blowi ng winds, as a natural result from
the stripping of vegetation and exposing of the soils during construction. Lessthan 1 acre of vegetati on
would be depleted for 2 or 3 growing sasms. A reduction in AUMswould nat occur.

Noxiousweedsaffea both cropsand native plant species in the same way by aut-competing for light,
water, and soil nutrients. Noxious weeds cause estimated crop losses of $2 to $3 hillion annually. These
losses are attri buted to: (1) D ecreased quality of agricultura products due to high levels of competition
from noxious weeds; and (2) decreased quantity of agricultural products due to noxious weed infestations.

Further, noxious weeds can negatively affect livestock and dairy producers by making farage unpalatable
to livestock, thus decreasing li vestock productivity and potentially increasi ng producers, feed costs.
Increased cost to producers are eventual ly borne by cansumers.

Infestations of noxiousweeds can havea potentially disastrous impact on biodivesity and natural
ecosystems. In arder tocombat the negative effeds of noxious weedson crap lands grazinglands and
wateways, herbicidal and aher weed control grateges can beimplemented at further costs to producers
and govenment agencies. Such costs would then likely ke passed down to consumers, who would pay
more for products due to increased producer costs.

Impacts from the proposed anstruction activity waould affed grounddwelling species, but there is
suffident hakitat in the area to minimizethe impact. More mobil e species such as small mammals and
birdswould temporaily leave the siteduring actual congruction adivitiesand shauld return in a short
period of time.

Visual resources wauld not be significantly affected.

Recreational useis varied from severely limited to nonexistent. The small amount of recreational use in
the proposed project area primarily involves seasonal hunting activities. Animals hunted include mule
deer, pronghorn antelope dove quail, coyote and rabhit. The proposed right-of-way will haveminimal
impacts on the current reareational uses of the area.

Karstis nat present in the immediatearea o the proposed action.

Impacts of Alter natives

Alternative 1. NoAction: The “NoAction” alternative denies the application. This alternative would
result in no environmental impacts however, there would be adverse econamic impacts to the applicant.
There have been no significant or unmitigatableimpacts identified which woud warrant selection of this
aternative.

Mitigating Measures




The total right-of-way width will be kept toa maximum width of 30 feet.

The appicant will congruct the pipeline in accordance with the Roswell Fidd office Standard Stipulations
for Buried Pipelines, therefore no additional mitigation will be required.

Residual Impads

The direct effects of the proposed acti on include soil and vegetation disrupti on and further fragmentation
of wildifehabitat. Indrec effeds indudethe possitility of poar revegetation, resulting in sail ercsion.
Also, adlight possibility of pipdine rupture will exig for the lifeof the proposed actian, which could
result in negative localized impacts to air, water, soil and vegetation, wildlife and livestack.

Past industrial activities in the Pecos valley include digersed oil and gas development and cattle grazing,
trends which have continued to the present. These surface disturbing activities have collectively atered
resaurces such as air quality, vegetation, il, wate and wildlife. These trends will cantinueinto the
foreseeable future, with some modifications, causing si milar impacts.

The proposed action is located in an areawith sufficient quantities of natural gas to assumenear
maximum development - one well per 320 acres (or 160 acres), each with access road, pad and pipeline -
which wouldinvolvesimilar surface impads. While the effects o thisindividual proposed action will
likely be minimal, the potential exists for negative cumulative impacts to any or all of the affected
resources by the combination of past, present and expected future land uses.

V. Consultation and Coor dination

The comments and suggestions expressed during the consultation have been incorporated into this EA.



